
 

JUNE MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

 Come and enjoy an evening of good comradeship, have some fresh popcorn 
and something cold to drink, and enjoy an excellent movie. That’s what we have 
planned for the June Membership Meeting on Tuesday night, June 24th, beginning 
at 7:00, at headquarters. 

 After unsuccessfully attempting to book the highly revealing, controversial, 
and damning film Citizen Koch about the super-wealthy, arch-right wing brothers 
David and Charles Koch (we’ll do that later) we went to the next best option. We’re 
pleased to be showing Charles Ferguson’s academy award winning movie Inside 
Job narrated by Matt Damon. 

 Described by the New York Times as being “an infuriating documentary 
about the causes and consequences of the financial crisis of 2008,” and says that 
Inside Job is a “sleek and briskly paced film” which dramatically tells the story of “a 
crime without punishment” involving an arrogantly unrepentant “betray of public 
trust and collective values.” 

 This is a classic you won’t want to miss. The company will be great, the 
evening enjoyable, and this time you will not have to suffer the consequences of a 
dysfunctional heating system. 
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T H E  M A N I T O W O C  P R O G R E S S I V E  

FROM THE EDGE OF THE CHAIR 

Fresh back from the annual DPW state convention in Wisconsin Dells, 
I report with considerable enthusiasm that the Democratic Party is 
fired up and ready to go. Furthermore, I’m very impressed with the 
depth and breadth of talent that enriches and animates our Party and 
I’ve returned with a renewed burst of confidence and optimism about 
our prospects in the fall elections.  

 Our Party is a constantly changing and evolving organization, 
but amidst all this dynamic motion some things remain constant and 
consistent. What we believe in and most value, reflected in our 

Platform and the many resolutions arising from our grass roots, has remained consistent even 
while our commitment to those values has grown more intense and urgent as we face ever 
darker and more disturbing schemes hatched from the Republican’s ideological view of the 
world. On the other hand, in the last half dozen years there has been a very substantial turn-
over in the people who speak for the Party at all its levels. 

 All the tried-and-true leaders who have been with us for some time—Tammy Baldwin, 
Gwen Moore, Tom Barrett, Ron Kind, Mike Tate, and Doug La Follette—were there and, as 
always, very impressive. They are all people of admirable ability, but of them all Gwen Moore 
stood out most dramatically. With Congresswoman Moore you get everything from belly laughs 
to pathos and rage along with her insightful and indignant observations on how the system 
actually works, all delivered to the cadence of a Gospel beat. She is always inspiring and 
entertaining in a manner that makes you resonate to the collective power of an authentically 
democratic force. 

 The established leaders are reassuring but the legions of new talent to appear since the 
last election cycle is evidence of the Party’s inner strength and ability to constantly renew itself. 
New people, with new energy and new ideas, ranging from our own amazing Martha Laning and 
including Dean DeBroux, who is running for us for the State Senate from the northern part of 
Manitowoc County included in the First Senate District, were made conspicuous by their 
abilities and commitment.  

 On Friday evening, a long succession of excellent speakers culminated with the 
appearance of Mary Burke, in a radiant red suite, at the end of the day. Mary is impressive. Just 
a few months ago she was a complete political novice, awkward on the stump and reserved in 
manner. After a harsh winter of initiation by complete emersion and thousands of miles in her 
Ford Escape, the campaign has brought out the best in Mary. There is now a new reassuring 
confidence and vengeful delight in bashing Walker’s policies as well as his narcissistic delusions 
of self- importance. It is also more clearly evident than ever before that Mary Burke is both an 
unusually intelligent, hard working person who sincerely cares about the well-being of 
Wisconsin and knows how to make it better for all its people. After her speech I headed for the 
free brats and beer with an exhilarated determination to do whatever I can to get her elected. 

 But there were other rising stars, along with Mary and Martha. For example, Susan 



  

Happ, the district attorney of Jefferson County, who is running for Attorney General, is a scrappy, 
highly intelligent, unusually capable candidate sure to make her energy felt wherever she’s in action. 
Indeed, all our candidates for Attorney General—Susan Happ, Ishmael Ozanne, and John Richards—
are impressive people. Any one of them will be a major, relief-giving improvement over J. B. Van 
Hollen and the Tea Party Republican candidate who seeks to replace him. 

 Kelly Westlund, running for Congress in the Seventh Congressional District, is another new 
bright light in our Democratic firmament. She’s running against Sean Duffy, who claims an inability to 
live on his $175,000 a year congressional salary while, at the same time, he’s aggressively guarding 
the gates against any attempt to increase the minimum wage. You have to have a great sense of 
humor to take on an opponent like that, and Kelly has a superb one, as well as all the right values 
and an admirable abundance of personal courage. It’s hard to imagine a candidate of her caliber not 
winning in Dave Obey’s old district. 

 Also among the newcomers is Amar Kaleka, a young Sikh man (sans turban, beard, and long 
hair), who wants to take on Paul Ryan in the First Congressional District. Mr. Kaleka is a living 
reminder of the “American Dream” and the tragic threats that endanger it. He’s the son of truly 
impoverished immigrant parents who came to Wisconsin to escape religious persecution and who 
worked extremely hard to provide opportunities for their children to get ahead in the world. But in 
achieving that his father was tragically cut down and killed by a deranged, white supremacist’s gun-
blasting attack on the Sikh temple in Oak Creek, Wisconsin. Amar is himself a reflection of his family’s 
character and success. He was the only speaker to be accompanied by a sign language interpreter 
and through his powerful but unflamboyant eloquence he spoke to the very heart of what we 
Democrats believe in most deeply. He had the whole hall up and cheering as he spoke.    

 Amar Kaleka faces Rob Zerban in the August Democratic primary election, which will not be 
an easy contest for him since Zerban is himself a very attractive and capable candidate who did 
exceedingly well against Ryan in the last election.  

 We are indeed fortunate to have such an abundance of riches in terms of human talent and 
quality of character within our Democratic Party. Unfortunately, not all our worthy people will win in 
the approaching elections and therefore we must find a way to keep them engaged in the on-going 
life of the Party as we move forward together towards the rebirth of Wisconsin.    
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If you would like to contribute an article to the newsletter, please submit to 

Kerry  Trask for approval.  We know that our party if full of creative, 

intelligent folks who always have something to say. 

JUST THOUGHT YOU’D LIKE TO KNOW 

 After nearly four years playing musical chairs with directors, loosing track of $8 

million in loans, misappropriating $10 million in federal funds, and spending $203 mil-

lion in tax payer’s money for grants and loans Scott Walker’s brain-child to replace the 

old Department of Commerce—Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation—

successfully managed to create 5,840 jobs. Unfortunately, for every verifiable job cre-

ated by WEDC Wisconsin lost more than 2 others due to plant closings and layoffs. This 

is what Walker must be referring to when he says “Wisconsin is on the right track.” (All 

according to the Center for Media and Democracy) 

 Furthermore, you should know that Joe Leibham announced last week that as a 

Congressman he’ll make the repeal and replacement of Obamacare his “top priority.” 

So much for new ideas! 

 

AFSCME’S ANNUAL PIG ROAST 

 The annual AFSCME Pig Roast has become a great summertime tradition, and 

this year, as always, it will be held in Cabin 2, in Lincoln Park. The event will take place 

on July 8, beginning at 5:00 p.m. with happy hour, he meal will be served at 6:00 p.m. 

(the actual roasting of the pig done by our own Myron Halla), to be followed by raffle 

and speakers. The registration fee is $15.00 and checks should be made out to Michele 

Kohlbeck and sent to: Michele Kohlbeck, 2417 Dewey Street, #23, Manitowoc, WI. 
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REMEMBER TUESDAY, JULY 29, 2014 

 That is the date of our annual Summer 

Picnic at Lincoln Park. We have everything 

planned. The anticipation is building. 
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